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Dates To Remember:
July 3, 2026 – Happy Independence Day!
(observed) Office Closed

July 9, 2026- Board of Supervisors meeting and
Budget Hearing, 12 p.m. LWRCD Conference
Room 

July 25, 2026 - Hazardous Waste Day, Riverton
transfer station

July 27-August 1, 2026 - Fremont County Fair,
Riverton

August 13, 2026 - Board of Supervisors meeting,
12 p.m. LWRCD Conference room 

September 7, 2026 - Labor Day, Office closed!

September 10, 2026 - Board of Supervisors
meeting, 12 p.m. LWRCD Conference Room

October 21, 2026 - Well Water Testing Day

If you or someone you know would like be
added to our email distribution list to enjoy

our Digital newsletters - please sign up here:
lowerwindrivercd.com/newsletters!

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Rod Rivers - Chairman

Richard Denke - Vice Chairman
Ron Lucas - Secretary/Treasurer

Nick Biltoft - At-Large Supervisor
Scott Pettit - Urban Supervisor

Meetings are held on the 2  THURSDAY of every
month at 12:00 pm and are open to the public

nd

OFFICE STAFF
Cathy Rosenthal - District Manager

Amanda Ablard - Administrative & Outreach Coordinator
Rodney Carter - Conservation Programs Coordinator

Bobby Thoman - District Engineer

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE
Jake Hogan - Acting District Conservationist
The Area NRCS, Farm Service Agency and Rural

Development are located in the USDA Service Center at
508 N. Broadway Riverton * 307-856-7524

https://lowerwindrivercd.com/board
https://lowerwindrivercd.com/newsletters/?v=d1e7fd6e6a2a


Spring is always our busiest season, and spring 2026 was no
exception! In addition to implementing our various conservation
programs, District staff were actively engaged throughout the
area by attending and hosting meetings, educational events, and
partner collaborations, including:

Interagency Meeting with Fremont County partners
Lower Wind River Weed Management Area Meeting
Muddy Creek Partners Meeting
Post-Award Grant Management 2.0
Conservation Professional Forum
Hosted Fremont County Local Work Group meeting
Fremont County FFA Ag Issues Team presentation at the
April Board of Supervisors meeting
Garden Expo in Lander

Thank you to everyone who stopped by the LWRCD booth at the
Garden Expo! We enjoyed visiting with you and appreciate those
who completed our small acreage equipment needs survey. Your
feedback helps guide future programs and services. We hope you
enjoy your new LWRCD tote bag!

The following students were selected in their
respective age divisions for their outstanding

interpretations of this year’s theme: 
Left: Benmji Anderson - 1st Place (2nd-3rd Grade)

Middle: Wade Hardman - 1st Place (7th - 9th Grade)
Right: Theo Anderson - 1st Place (Pre K-1st) 

    
Thanks to those who submitted applications for
Resource and Community Enhancement projects this
past spring. The LWRCD was able to approve and award
eleven resource and community enhancement projects
to be completed within the 26-27 Fiscal Year.  
If you have a project in mind, have irrigation questions
or are in need of some natural resource Technical /
Engineering Assistance, call or stop by our office! 

Technical Assistance Needs and 
Resource and Community Enhancement Cost-Share Program           

 

After reviewing many beautiful and creative
submissions from students across the District, we are
proud to announce the winners of this year’s local
poster contest. This annual event invited K–12 students
to express their creativity while learning about natural
resources and conservation. This year’s theme, 
“Soil: Where It All Begins,” encouraged students to
explore the vital role soil plays in supporting life,
agriculture, and healthy ecosystems.
Their entries will advance to the state-level
competition hosted by the Wyoming Association of
Conservation Districts. State winners then move on to
compete in the National Association of Conservation
Districts (NACD) poster contest, with opportunities to
earn cash prizes at every level.  A big thank-you to
students, educators, and families for participating!

Poster Contest Winners!

Buried pipeline project (left) and gated pipeline conversion project (right)
completed in the Fiscal Year with cost-share funding provided in part by LWRCD. 

What’s Been Happening

Congratulations!  Please visit our website to
view their wonderful posters up close! 

Garden Expo

FFA Ag Issues Team



What’s Been Happening

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2026 Spring Tree Sale a success! A
special thank you to our incredible volunteers who generously gave their time
to sort and pack trees. We truly could not do it without you, and it is rewarding
to see so many familiar faces return year after year. We are deeply grateful for
your support.
To everyone who placed an order, Thank You! The Annual Tree and Shrub Sale
is one of LWRCD’s longest-standing programs, and your participation helps
ensure we can continue to serve our community and promote conservation
efforts. If you have pictures or information from past seedling plantings, please
share as we would love to know how the seedling tree/shrub program has
worked for you! Planning for the 2027 Spring Tree Sale will begin in the coming
months, and we welcome your suggestions.  Online ordering will begin late fall!

Well Water and Soil Testing
The LWRCD’s well water testing program continues to support rural well owners
within the LWRCD,  through a cost-share initiative that offers essential water quality
analysis in partnership with Energy Laboratories in Casper. This spring, we collected
51 tests, helping residents monitor the safety and quality of their drinking water. 
We offer one more testing event this year on October 21, 2026.
Well water testing details, options and pricing are listed on our website. Test kits are
available for pickup at our office prior to the event, and water samples must be
submitted using LWRCD-provided testing kits.

Tree & Shrub Sale

        No-Till Drill Program
The district provides two Great Plains no-till drills, a 6 ft. and a 10 ft.,
available for lease to help promote conservation practices during planting.
With our mild winter, spring planting began early on February 25, 2026, and
so far, the drills have been hauled more than 2000 miles to 24 producers and
seeded over 1200 acres across Fremont County. 
LWRCD was also invited by the Wind River Food Sovereignty Project to
participate in an educational field demonstration in early June, focused on
no-till planting and soil health.  We appreciate the invite and providing
educational opportunities with the drills.  There is still time to schedule use of
the drills this season, and now is also an excellent time to begin planning for
fall planting. Reserving a drill early helps ensure drill availability and allows
producers to better prepare seed mixes and planting schedules. To learn
more or reserve a drill, please visit our website or contact the LWRCD office.

Rodney assisting a producer in May
with seed mix calibration following
delivery of the 10-foot Great Plains
drill.

The LWRCD offers soil testing through Stukenholtz Laboratory in Twin Falls,
Idaho. So far this season, we’ve assisted with 21 samples from local landowners
and gardeners! To participate, stop by our office to pick up a soil bag and probe,
along with instructions for collecting your sample. Return the sample to our
office, and we’ll handle the shipping and provide your results once they are
complete. The cost is $10 per sample. Landowners are also welcome to use a lab
of their choice. Contact the District for information on alternate testing options.

194 total bundles were distributed, equating to 4850 seedling
trees and shrubs sold this season.
73 orders placed, many included multiple species, including 10
different species by one customer! 
Top-Selling Species: Lilacs, Chokecherry, Aspen, Co. Blue Spruce
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 Happening this Summer 
NEW Programs!NEW Programs!NEW Programs!NEW Programs!

How the Program Works:
Producers are responsible for transporting the
equipment to and from their property 
and must pay prior to use. Landowners
interested in utilizing the Sticker Burr 
Roller are encouraged to contact the 
district or visit our website for 
rental rates, scheduling availability, 
& program requirements. 
lowerwindrivercd.com/weeds

Sticker burrs (like Puncturevine, aka
Goatheads) can create significant challenges as
outlined in the “Puncturevine” brochure on the
next pages of the newsletter.  The educational
brochure was produced by the Fremont County
Weed and Pest and Lower Wind River Weed
Management Area group.  To also help address
issues caused by Punctuervine, LWRCD added
the Sticker Burr Roller to our equipment rental
program. The Roller is designed to collect &
remove sticker burr seed heads from infested
areas, helping reduce the spread of burrs and
lower future seed production.

to producers within 
the LWRCD district boundary.  Why is this new
equipment important for our area?

The LWRCD is also
excited to announce
that a RanchWorx 
8' x 36" SC Aerator
will soon be available

The LWRCD is excited to announce that our
Sticker Burr Roller Rental Program is now
available to producers throughout the district!

New Recycling Bin Cost-Share Program!
Make recycling & transporting easier with
LWRCD's new stackable recycling bin cost-
share program. Recycling helps reduce
landfill waste, conserve natural resources,
and is an easy practice anyone can do!
Beginning July 1st bins will be available for
$18 each or $50 for a set of three (tax not
included). Give us a call or email if interested!

The District is currently developing the program
and will share additional details as they become
available. Updates and program information will
be posted on our website and included in our
Fall Newsletter. In the meantime, those
interested can learn more about the RanchWorx
Aerator by visiting the official website:
RanchWorx Pasture Aerators.

Pasture aeration is a management practice
designed to reduce soil compaction, improve
water infiltration, stimulate root growth, and
enhance overall pasture productivity while
maintaining no-till principles. 
The RanchWorx Aerator uses specialized blades
to create fractures in the soil profile, allowing
water, air, and nutrients to move more
effectively through the root zone. 

https://trashmatters.org/
https://lowerwindrivercd.com/weeds/
https://ranchworx.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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